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{ Bar and Bat Mitzvah }

ﬁ\er‘e are many ¢ t's’romﬁ

and ceremonies fthat .
happen during the life o7
a Jew. One of thc most
important is the Bar
Mitzvah for boys, and
the bat mitzvah for |
girls. It is the coming of

ge ceremony. /
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. mhen a Jewish boy is
{ BGI" MITZth } 13, he starts his adult

religious life. A Bar

| Mitzvah ceremony is
" held for him in the
“vnagogue. Bar Mitzvah
mzang 'Son of the

| Commandinents’. The

y ) boy is callea un to the
B'mah to reaa from the
Torah. Then he is
blessed and reminded of
his new duty to obey all

\The Jewish laws. /




)

@ys read a prayer irm

English during their

to trie Jewish faith
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sublic, witneszed by
th< rest of the

present at the

gramony.

| Bar Mitzvah ceremony.
"In this prayer, the boy
siates his commitment

congregation who are

/
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/Jewish girls are \

thought of as adults
when they arec 12
years old. To mark
this, they have a
ceremony called e

\Ea’r Mitzvah.

Bat Mitzvah J

/This ceremony did not develop until the
beginning of the 20t Century. Like boys, girls
often read aloud from the Torah, or give a

Gpeech based on the teachings of the Torah. Y
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o LNew Resmnsibili’ries] *

Once a pei=on is Bar or Bat Mitzvah, they have
the responsitilitias of an adult Jew under
\J ewish law. Thece thiags include: )

1. 'cre eligible to be

| Tor'ah, an Q}  tic '
‘aMinyan, B/lea’re i

\ - =

They are morally resmns\i\ble \
for their own acfions.

Click to
reveal
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gift fo commemcraie the occasion. |
Traditionally, common gir+s nncluded CCTKS
with religious or educational meanings,
religious items, writing implements, savings
bonds or gift certificates. Gifts of cash are
\Qore common in recent times.

/As with weddings, it is cominon to give the boy\
or girl who is having the Bui ¢ 3 fr Mitzvah a

/
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(<)
many Bar/Rat MiTzvh

participans also
receive theiir first
tallit from their
parents to be used for
the occasion. A Tailit
is a beautifully inade
prayer shawl with
tassels on each

Qr‘ner‘. /
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