Remembering the birth, death and :

_enlightenment of Buddha.




‘wr Remembering
Buddha

/Wesak is when Theravidi Bucddhists remembzr ’rhe\
birth, Enlightenment ard death of the Buadiha ~tis
celebrated on the day of tiie i moon in May uand
is a very joyful festival. Peog'e visit the temple and
decorate their homes with lanterns and flowers.

\Ihey also send Wesak cards to their friends. -
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ﬁlr‘ing Wesak, Buddhisfx

celebratz tnelife of the
Buddha and i< t<achings.
Wesak is celebrated with
great joy and vivid coiours.
Homes are cleaned and
decorated in preparation.
Celebrations begivbefcre
dawn, when devotees
throng the temples early in
the morning to meditate .

v \WWBPosters.com




Qe
Celebrations vary from oh
country to another. "The
Bathing of the Ruddha’
often takes place. Water-is
poured over the shoulders
of statues of the Budana
as a reminder of th2 need
to purify the hecart and
mind. Offerings ai'z inade
to the monks and the
temples, and may be laid on
the altar as a sign of

respect for the Buddha and |
% teachings. /
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TIn Chma ’rr'adu’rlonal\
elements f roni -
Chinese culturz:such
as dancing dragurs,
are incorporatea into |
Qelebr'a’rions. W,

/In Indonesia, Wesak lanterns \
G'c rmare ‘'rom paper ana woeod.
AnoTther popular custom ic thie
release of _aged birds. This
shows the 'letting go of
troubles’ and wishing that all

\Eeings be well and happy. /




many Buddhist temples
serve vegetarian food.
Special lectures on the
teachings of the
Buudha are given, and

B | candlehit processions

@& take piace thirough the
“atreets. Observer are
madz welcome, boir in
processions and at

temples. /
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