
Athenian 
and Spartan 

Schools



Only the 
wealthiest 
families could 
afford to go to 
school. If a child 
did go to school, 
they couldn’t
help with household chores. The Ancient Greeks believed 
that only boys needed to be educated. Girls were not 
expected to go to school because they were needed at 
home to help look after the house and to prepare for 
marriage. In Sparta, the state paid for, and provided the 
education for every boy in order to prepare them for war. 

Who went to School?



Another teacher taught sport, 
such as wrestling, athletics and 
gymnastics. The third teacher 
taught singing and how to play a 
musical instrument called a lyre.

The sons of wealthy families went to 
school from the age of seven to 
eighteen. They usually had three 
teachers. One taught them reading, 
writing, mathematics and literature. 
The boys were supposed to learn long 
passages of poetry
 by heart. 
   

Athenian Schools



The rulers of Sparta 
wanted to make sure they 
always had a strong army 
to defend the city state. 
Every boy was taken from
   

   Life for boys was very hard. They 
were deliberately kept hungry and 
were encouraged to steal food. This 
taught them how to survive during 
times of war. 

his family at the age of seven and was sent to live in an 
army barracks. The boys learnt a little reading 
and writing, but most of their time was spent 
In physical activities and learning military drill.

Spartan Schools



Athenian Girls. Ancient Greek girls did not 
go to school but stayed at home and learnt 
household skills. The girls of wealthy 
families sometimes had teachers who 
came to their homes to teach them to 
read and write, or to play a musical 
instrument.
Spartan Girls. Just like their brothers, all 
Spartan girls were taken from their 
families at the age of 7 and were trained 
in different sports. The Spartans wanted 
girls to become healthy women so they 
could have strong sons who would grow up 
to become good soldiers.      

What did Girls Learn?



On the bare walls hang 
book-rolls, lyres, drinking 
vessels, baskets for books, 
and perhaps some simple 
geometric instruments.

This wax tablet was like a 
slate. The letters written 
could be erased with the 
blunt upper end of the stylus, 
and the whole surface of the 
tablet could be made smooth 
again by gentle heating.

School Equipment



The pupils sit on low 
wooden benches, 
each laid with his 
boxwood tablet 
covered with a wax 
tablet.  

The boy‘s slave sits close by. 
He holds a big stick to punish 
the boy with if he does not 
learn his lessons well. 

The teacher holds a scroll 
that the boy reads the 
Greek writing from.

School Equipment



Sunrise School Starts
1st Session Memorising the Greek Alphabet
2nd Session Reading Scrolls of Plays by Homer
3rd Session Arithmetic with an abacus
Mid morning Recreation
4th Session Copying writing on wax tablets
5th Session Philosophy
6th Session More reading of scrolls
Mid-day Recreation
7th Session Gymnastics
8th Session Wrestling & Combat
9th Session Learning the Lyre
Late afternoon. School Ends

The School Day



Until age 6 or 7, boys 
were taught at home by 
their mother or by a 
male slave.

In ancient Athens, the purpose 
of school was to produce 
citizens trained in the arts, 
peace and war. 

In primary school, they had to learn two important things - 
the words of Homer, a famous Greek epic poet, and how to 
play the lyre, a musical instrument. 

Books were very expensive and 
rare. The boys had to 
memorize everything.

Their male teacher could choose other subjects he wanted 
to teach. They included drama, public speaking, government, 
art, reading, writing, math, or playing an instrument. 

When they turned 18, 
they entered military 
school for two years. 

Facts About Athenian Schools



Spartan boys lived, trained and 
slept in the barracks of their 
Spartan base.

In ancient Sparta, the 
purpose of school was to 
produce a strong army.

Somewhere between the age of 18-20, Spartan males had to 
pass a difficult test of fitness, military ability, and 
leadership skills.

At school, they were taught 
survival skills and other 
skills necessary to be a 
great soldier.

If they passed, they became 
a full citizen and a Spartan 
soldier.

Spartan students learnt how 
to fight, wrestle and use 
weapons most afternoons. 

Although students were taught 
to read and write, those skills 
were not very important to the 
ancient Spartans.

Facts About Spartan Schools
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